























Nature Reserve
Fehhaube-Kogelsteine
(left),

Nature Reserve
Hundsheim Mountain
(right)

Nature Reserve
Miihlberg (left),
Nature Reserve
Braunsberg (right)

Nature Reserve
Eichkogel (left),
Schlossberg
(right)

Nature Reserve
Glaslauterriegel-
Heferlberg-Fluxberg
(left),

Nature Reserve
Spitzerberg (right)
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Exhibit, “"The Steppe is
Alive” in Hainburg

Exhibit entrance area
with giant deer skeleton
and diorama of the rock
steppes

Light table with over
1,200 butterfly spe- |
cies from the Hunds-
heim Mountain de-
monstrates the topic
of species diversity

Models, videos and
posters illustrate the
animal and plant
kingdom
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6. Public Relations

The significance of the Pannonic Steppes
and Dry Grasslands is not particularly fa-
miliar to many people. What for most
people is a simple overgrown garden or
group of bushes (“"Gstatten”) is a jewel
for the researcher and nature lover. How-
ever, we can only protect the things we
know. As a result, public relations within
the LIFE-Project framework is of great
importance. Within the framework of nu-
merous events and excursions, the topic
“Dry Grasslands” has been brought closer
to a wide audience.

The 2008 exhibit in Hainburg, entitled
“The Steppe is Alive” was a highlight,
which significantly presented for the first
time the subject of “"Dry Grasslands” and
drew a large public. Parallel to this there
were tours taken to dry grassland areas
as well as special informative evening
events.

A film was also produced on the dry
grassland habitat and sent to 500 schools
in Austria. The film is available at the De-
partment for Nature Conservation and
can also be viewed as a video at the
homepage of the Austrian Federal Min-
istry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environ-
ment and Water Management under
www.lebensministerium.at.



Information can also be found in a series
of 10 folders on the LIFE projects and the
particularities of its special priority areas.
These can be found in community offices
and regional information centres.

The volume of pictures entitled, “The
Steppe is Alive” is for people especially
interested in the subject of nature con-
servation. The book is a collection of in-
teresting information about the natural
history of dry grasslands and its uses in
Pannonicum. This publication can be ac-
quired through the homepage of the
Province of Lower Austria or in book-
shops.

One of the significant LIFE-Project goals
was also to include the Pannonic Steppes
and Dry Grasslands of the neighbouring
countries (The Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Hungary). In initiating and financially
supporting the publication of brochures
on the significance of the Pannonic
Steppes and Dry Grassland Habitat, the
path to long overdue maintenance meas-
ures could be paved in many cases.

Information boards on habitat peculiari-
ties of various priority areas provide fur-
ther information and have been placed in
noticeable locations. In addition, a nature
trail on Hundsheim Mountain was re-
worked and newly designed.

Hike to celebrate the
opening of the nature
trail at the Hundsheim
Mountain

= Display boards

inform about priority

= areas and the LIFE-

L% Project

B Introducing the

.
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grazing project at
the Braunsberg

International excursion
at the Hundheim Moun-
tain with participants
from twelve countries
within the framework of
the 2005 International
Botanical Congress
event



7. LIFE-Project Materials

LIFE-Project Folders

e Folder, Information on the LIFE-Project
e Folder, English version
e Folder, 2M edition

Folders on special areas of focus

e Area 1 - Nature Reserve Zeiserlberg

e Area 2 - Nature Reserve Fehhaube-
Kogelsteine

e Area 4 - Nature Reserve Eichkogel

e Area 5 - Nature Reserve Glaslauter-
riegel — Heferlberg

e Area 6 - Nature Reserve Hundsheim
Mountian

e Area 7/8 - Nature Reserve Braunsberg
and Schlossberg

e Area 9 - Nature Reserve Spitzerberg

e Area 10 - Konigswarte — Hindlerberg
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Further information on Dry Grass-
lands in Pannonicum

Wiesbauer, H. (editor) (2008): The Steppe
is Alive. Rocky Steppes and Dry Grass-
lands in Lower Austria. — Office of the
Lower Austrian Provincial Government,

St. Poélten, 224 pages.

Dry Grasslands in the Czech Republic
(bilingual, in Czech and English) Bucek,
Al, Lacina, J. Lastuvka, Z. (editor)
(2006): Panonské stepni travniky na
Morave. -Veronica 20 (17), 60 pages.

Dry Grasslands in Slovakia (bilingual, in
Slovakian and English)

David, Sl. Kalivoda, H., Kalivodova, E. a
kol. (2007): Xerotermné biotopy Slo-
venska. - Edicia Biosféra, séria vedeckej
literatury, Vol. A3, vydalo zdrulzenie
Biosféra, Bratislava, 74 pages.




PANONSKE STEPNi TRAVNIKY
Die Steppe lebt NA MORAVE

AT Xerotermné biotopy Slovenska
2 B . .
e E Byl L b e ' | LIFE-Project

BeRg—== oG- L Publications

Dry Grasslands in Hungary (bilingual, in published studies, which were created

Hungarian and English) within the framework of the LIFE-Project.

Illyés Eszter és Boloni Janos (editor) These deal with research in fauna and

(2007): Lejtosztyepek, 16szgyepek és vegetation ecology, with the results of

erddssztyeprétek Magyarorszagon. - monitoring or management plans. Ex-

Magankiadas, 236 pages. cerpts can be found at www.steppe.at.

Some of the publications are no longer Video

available (CZ, SK, HU) but can be down- Pannonic Rocky Steppes

loaded - as with all other above-men- and Dry Grasslands. On life

tioned informative materials — on the among grasses and herbs.

homepage www.steppe.at. In addition to 35 minutes, d Lire-Project

these publications there are several un- 16/9 | video

| LIFE-Project
i folders
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7. Project Participants and Financing

LIFE-Nature-Project “Pannonic Steppes
and Dry Grasslands”

Responsible for the Project:

Office of the Lower Austrian Provincial
Government

Department for Nature Conservation
Landhausplatz 1

3109 St. Polten

Co-financing:

Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, Environment and Water Man-
agement

Stubenbastai 5

1010 Wien

Project Partners:

Lower Austrian Association of Nature
Conservation

AlserstraBe 21/1/5

1080 Wien

Okokreis (Eco-Circle)

“Society for the Promotion of Organic and
Ecological Initiative”

Ottenstein 3

3532 Rastenfeld

Total Budget:
€ 1,459,000.-

Financing:

60 % EU

37.1% Province of Lower Austria (Lower
Austrian Landscape Fund)

2.7 % Austrian Federal Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry, Environment and Water
Management

0.1% Lower Austrian Association for
Nature Conservation

0.1% Okokreis

Project Time Span
2004-2008

Information on the Project Partners

The Okokreis is a charitable non-profit
association, which has dealt with the
maintenance of nature reserves for many
years. For this purpose it has been train-
ing landscape gardeners focused on ecol-
ogy and nature conservation since 1998.

The Lower Austrian Association for Na-
ture Conservation is a regional associa-
tion for nature conservation, which has
worked for the preservation of endan-
gered habitats for many years. Areas of
focus in recent years have been meas-
ures for the protection of species and
biotopes in Lower Austria, among others.

Further information:
www.steppe.at

www.noel.gv.at

www.lifenatur.at
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/



Imprint:

The production of this brochure was promoted by LIFE-Nature funds. LIFE-Nature-Project “Pannonic Steppes
and Dry Grasslands”

Text: Heinz Wiesbauer

Pictures and Design: Heinz Wiesbauer

Translation: Hillary Keel

Media owner:

Office of the Lower Austrian Provincial Government
Department for Nature Conservation

Landhausplatz 1

A-3109 St. Pdlten

Tel. 43/(0) 2742/9005-15238 or post.ru5@noel.gv.at

| W“‘ﬂ" O Okokreis

LY

Gsterreich

lebensmimstenum.at
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